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of spies who told her of the least suspicious move-
ment towards the ways of the West. She declared
that China had been a mighty empire for thousands
of years, and had no reason to change its methods.
Because of that and other beliefs, she was deeply
suspicious of Christianity, which she allied with the
revolutionary and, it has to be confessed, with some
reason,
Dr, Sun and the majority of the young men about
him were Christians, and the view was widely held
in Peking that Christianity was the preaching of
rebellion.
Having failed to provoke anything more than
distrust in Peking, Sun Yat Sen and his Educational
Society recognized that if any change was to be
made on the face of China it would have to be by
revolution and not by petition. As an idealist. Dr.
Sun believed that the people could be aroused from
their lethargy. He believed that if they were told
that the Manchus were foreigners, as indeed they
were, who were responsible for all China's corruption
and oppression, the people would rise, He reasoned
that the Manchus were not Chinese, and that they
numbered a bare five millions against China's four
hundred million. All the four hundred had to do
was to rise against the five.
Sun Yat Sen was never one to be dismayed by
obstacles. There and then he visualized a republic,
though he was never clear in his mind how his
republic was to be born* Even when it was achieved
it came as a surprise, and he was in Europe. The
people had no common language, and they had only